Cell biology. Color-changing protein times gene activity.
For years, researchers trying to capture the bustling activity of genes in living cells have mostly had to make do with snapshots, which clearly fell short of the mark. But now their frustration may be over. On page 1585, a team describes a new fluorescent protein that turns bright green when it is first made, then changes to red over several hours--providing the ability to witness how genes alter their activities over time.